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Ai^licants have amended claims 13 and IS. Thus, claims 13 - 32 are currently pending 
and presented for examinatioa Applicants respectfiilly request reconsidrntion and allowance of 
the pending claims in view of the foregoing amendments and the following remarks. ' 

Resi^nse to Reiection Under Se ction 1 12: 

Claims 13 - 26 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12» the Efcaminer contending that these 
claims are indefinite far Ming to particularly point out and distincdy claim the subject matter 
Applicants regards as the invention. Applicants have amended claim 13 to clarify that the 
thermal barrier coating layer and a portion of the masking layer chemically react to form a water 
soluble layer. Therefore, Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner withdraw the Section 
112 rejection. 

Response to Rejections Under Section 103 : 
Claims 13 - 26 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), the Examiner contending that 
these claims are obvious over Wheat et aL (USPN 6,253,441). 

Applicants have amended claim 1 3 to include the limitation that the thermal barrier coating 
laver apnlied to the masking laver and a portion of the t hermal barrier cofltitifr layer and a portion 
fh^ TTPf^^ ff Jav^g chemica lly react to form a water soluble layer. As Exammer has noted in 
the allowable subject matter section of his response, Wheat et al. neither teaches nor suggests a 
thermal barrier coating chranically reacting with the masking layer yMch forms a water-soluble 
layer. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the Section 103 rejection is respectfully requested. 
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Conclusion: 

For the foregoing reasons, it is respectfiiUy submitted that the rejections set forth in the 
outstanding Office Action are in^Ucable to ihe present claims. Please grant any extensions of 
• time required to ent^ Hiis pqier. The commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
sppropriate fees due in connection with this pc^er, or ^edit any overpayments to Dqposit 
Account No. 19-2179. 

Respectfully submitted* 

Dated: 

Siemens Corporatian . 
Intellectual Property D^artment 
170 Wood Avenue South 
Iselin, New Jersey 08830 
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